
 
2008 Virginia Mining Institute 

Mine Rescue Competition Results 
 
 

GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP 

Grand Champion: Patriot Coal, Bluegrass Team – David Self, Captain (Henderson, KY) 

1st Runner Up Overall: Consol PA Coal Co., Bailey Team – Mike Spears, Captain (Windridge, PA) 
2nd Runner Up Overall:  Pinnacle Mining Co., Blue Team – Richard Crockett, Captain (Pineville, WV) 
 
Preshift 
1st Place:   Larry Tenney – Consol Energy, Inc., Robinson Run #95 Team (Mannington, WV) 
2nd Place: Shawn Grimmett – Mingo Logan Coal Co., Mountain Laurel Team (Sharples, WV) 
3rd Place: Jim Aurednik – Massey Energy, Southern WV Mine Rescue Team (Naoma, WV) 
 
BG4 Benchman  
1st Place: Keith Richardson – Consol Energy, Inc., Buchanan Mine-Orange Team (Mavisdale, VA) 
 (Also Received Dragerman Trophy) 
2nd Place: David Rush – Consol Energy, Blacksville #2 Mine Team (Morgantown, WV) 
3rd Place: Robert Rhode – Consol Energy-McElroy Coal Co., McElroy Mine Team (Glen Easton, WV) 
 
First Aid 
1st Place: Eastern Associated Coal, LLC. Federal No. 2 Team – John Sabo, Captain (Fairview, WV) 
2nd Place: Highland Mining Co., Highland #9 Team – Travis Little, Captain (Morganfield, KY) 
3rd Place: Patriot Coal, Southern Appalachia Operations Team – Brent Bender, Captain (Wharton, WV)  
 
Mine Rescue – Day 1 
1st Place: Eastern Associated Coal, LLC, Federal No. 2 Team – John Sabo, Captain (Fairview, WV) 
2nd Place: Pinnacle Mining Co., Blue Team – Richard Crock, Captain (Pineville, WV) 
 
Mine Rescue – Day 2 
1st Place: Patriot Coal, Bluegrass Team – David Self, Captain (Henderson, KY) 
2nd Place: Massey Energy, Southern WV Mine Rescue Team – Rob Asbury, Captain (Naoma, WV) 
 
Combination Team 
1st Place: Eastern Associated Coal, LLC, Federal No. 2 Team – John Sabo & Rick Matney, Captains 
 (Fairview, WV) 
2nd Place: Patriot Coal, Southern Appalachia Operations Team – Travis Lett & Brent Bender, Captains 
 (Wharton, WV) 
3rd Place: Patriot Coal, Bluegrass Team – David Shelf & Mike Harris, Captains (Henderson, KY) 
 
 
 


